Report on Buriton Village Show 2018 
After one of the driest and sunniest summers on record, I suppose it was inevitable that the Village Show, this year incorporating a food and flower festival, would be wet.  But the rain was intermittent and we dodged in and out of the hall for some of the new events - the judging of the hottest chilli and the gin cocktail challenge.  A second possible disaster was when the hog roast slipped from its holder and a started a fat fire, which rapidly took over the whole trailer.  But after that was put out we managed to secure a large barbecue and burgers and sausages were being served only a little later than planned.  Huge thanks to Marc Newton who took charge of this rescue operation.  And we ended the day as usual with the children's races, the round-the-field challenge race (won by Charlie Easton, only a little ahead of the junior winner, Ethan Horsfall) and the ever popular egg-tossing competition, won for the second year by Greg Ford and Tristan Shanks.

But of course the heart of the day is the horticultural show, where 505 exhibits from 88 competitors were entered.  This was almost exactly the same numbers as last year, and on similar scale to the last five years too.  Given the crazy weather conditions for growing this year, this reflects very well on the skills of Buriton's gardeners, a view shared by our external expert judge for fruit and vegetables.  The "Best in Show" prizes were won by Pam Quarrington (flower arranging), David Normington (flowers) and Jonathan Jones (vegetables).  Nicky Easton again scooped the highest points trophies and the other trophy winners are shown below.  Anyone wanting to see a full list of class results then please contact me or Ian Johnston.
On Sunday, nine gardens were open including some new ones, some old favourites and some returning after an absence of a few years.  Many visitors, not put off by the showers, ended up in the Seward Room at the Church for a cream tea.

Many thanks to all those who helped prepare and stage these events, too numerous to mention individually here but you know who you are!  These include schedule and flyer distributors; donors of raffle prizes and bottles for the tombola; the stewards and judges; those who donated cakes for the teas and those who served them and cleared up; those who helped to layout the hall, erect the tents and then take everything down again after the show and of course, to all those who entered the show and the races.    Thanks to those who ran both the commercial and community stalls.   Thanks to those who opened their gardens and to those who served teas at the Church.  Special thanks to Paul Martin for graphic design, to Barry Wilson for the public address system and to Tim Concannon for commentary, to Caroline and Tim Harwood for running the tombola; to Lynne Ashcroft and Sarah Marks for organising tea service.  Finally my personal thanks to members of the Show Organising Committee: Maggie and Ian Johnston, Nigel Easton, Sian Griffiths, Fran Vesey, Buzz Cousins and Marc Newton.   We are always keen to have new volunteers to join us; please contact me or any Committee member!
Steve Atkins

Chairman, Buriton Village Show Committee 2018

01730 262036 or <steve.atkins.buriton@gmail.com>

TROPHY WINNERS
Age under 5: Tom Shanks

Age 5 - 8: Daniel Bray

Age 9 - 17: Sofia Mitford Cleary

Over 60s Cup: Dave Hunt

Carter Cup (Arts and Crafts): Frances Vesey

Cecil Hutchins Bowl (Flowers, Preserves and Baking): Nicky Easton

Nursted Perpetual Cup (Fruit, Vegetables and Flowers): Nicky Easton

WI Jubilee Trophy (Preserves, Baking and Craft):
 Nicky Easton

"Best in Show" Trophies:

 The Rose Cup (Flower Arranging) : Pam Quarrington

The Buriton Cup (Flowers): David Normington

The President's Cup (Vegetables): Jonathan Jones

Round the Field Race:
Adults: Charlie Easton  Juniors: Ethan Horsfall

Egg Tossing Champions: Greg Ford and Tristan Shanks

