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Introduction

 What have we done?

 Why have we bothered?

 Not claiming to be ‘best practice’

 Just things that have worked for us



A flavour of the parish
- just south of Petersfield on the Hants / Sussex border
- about 750 people in about 9 square miles 



We like to try new things:

 a ‘Heritage Bank’ of local history

 an early Village Design Statement (1998)

 a Parish Plan of ideas

 shared space traffic calming & decluttering

 miles and miles without stiles

 created a new Local Nature Reserve

 a Local Food & Farming initiative

 chosen to be a pilot Pollinator Parish



Buriton’s Dark Skies

 People say “wow”: a sky full of stars

 Fortunately sheltered by the Downs

 Decided we wanted to keep & protect 

 And to help people appreciate & enjoy 



Events and activities



Indoors if necessary



Opportunities at the 
annual Village Show



Leaflet to every  
household



Street lighting 

 Not a problem in many places?

 Bespoke changes to the County’s strategy

 Lots of consultation

 Dim by at least 55% at all times (from 45%)

 Dim ‘night-time’ levels by 75% (from 65%)

 Change ‘night-time’ hours to:11pm - 5am 
(instead of midnight to 5am)

 Since 2019: lights now off 1am to 4am



Public buildings



Creation of South Downs 
Dark Skies Reserve



Village Design Statement



Planning (1)

 VDS is not just for planning applications

 It also helps prior to applications

 The Parish Council cites the VDS in all 
relevant applications

 The District Council uses Local Plan Dark 
Skies Policies amongst reasons for refusal

 Upheld in Appeals



Planning (2)

 ‘Permitted Development’

 Over 20 rooflights were approved on one 
sensitive site (and large areas of glazing)

 Parish Council request for an ‘Article 4 
Direction’ not pursued

 Community feels that Dark Sky conditions 
will probably gradually deteriorate

 But we’ll do all we can …



A recent District Council 
Planning Condition
“Electronically timed blinds shall be installed and 
permanently maintained to the rooflights and low 
transmittance glass to the full length windows and French 
doors approved as part of this permission. The 
electronically timed blinds shall be fully closed at dusk each 
day and remain fully closed during hours of darkness. The 
blinds shall be kept in full working order at all times.” 
Reason - To protect the character of the countryside, and 
the designated International Dark Night Reserve, which is 
part of the special quality of the South Downs National 
Park, in accordance with National Park Purposes and the 
National Planning Policy Framework 2019.



Designated as a 
Dark Sky Discovery Site



Additional benefits

 Dark Skies Tourism opportunities for 
overnight stays at our Village Inn and 
farmhouse B&Bs (including extended seasons) 

 Extra visitors to our Five Bells pub 
(before star-gazing in the summer or after star-
gazing in the winter)

 Wildlife: daytime & night-time creatures 
(rest, energy, foraging, orientation, reproduction) 

 Health and well-being for residents and 
visitors: calm, tranquil, reflective   



Thank you and good night 

Photograph taken from a Buriton garden


