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Introduction

+

s \What have we done?
s Why have we bothered?

m Not claiming to be ‘best practice’
m Just things that have worked for us



A flavour of the parish

- just south of Petersfield on the Hants / Sussex border
- about 750 people in about 9 square miles




We like to try new things:
+

m 3 Heritage Bank’ of local history

m an early Village Design Statement (199s)

m a Parish Plan of ideas

m shared space traffic calming & decluttering
m miles and miles without stiles

m created a new Local Nature Reserve

m a Local Food & Farming initiative

m chosen to be a pilot Pollinator Parish



Buriton’s Dark Skies

+

m People say “wow": a sky full of stars
m Fortunately sheltered by the Downs
m Decided we wanted to keep & protect
m And to help people appreciate & enjoy



Events and activities

&- Buriton Community Website
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Buriton's Dark Night Skies

Over 60 people squeezed into the village hall on Friday 12th Febr
pass overhead.




Indoors if nhecessary




Opportunities at the
annual Village Show

S Buriton Community Website %
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Leaflet to every
household

Explore the Dark Side of Buriton Should we put all our lights out?

Buriton is a great place to e
stars, whizzing shooting sta

Less than 10% of the UK po|
s and the south east (

But Buriton is a special plac
International Dark Sky

We are part of an impressiv
Andro alaxy and the

And night-time is important
night.

All our lighting affects the d

The light from the universe
pity to lose It in the last few

This leaflet will help explain
do to help protect them

Importance to our wildlife

Dark night skies are not only good for stargazing, they
animals, birds and insec

Lights at night can have a bad effect on nocturnal wildli
take advantage of darkness (eg. bats, moths, hedgehog
daytime creatures (such as birds) by keeping them awa
them of rest and energy.

Nearly a third of vertebrates (and two thirds of inverte|
many depend on darkness for survival.

Light pollution can cause them to become disoriented,
reproduction and reduced foraging for food

Unnecessary, poorly-aimed and overly bright lights can
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many other specles.

Nocturnal wildlife in your garden

Here are a few tips on how you can encourage more ni|
rden:

turn of lights when not needed

buy lamps under 500 lumens

plant paler flowers to attract night-time Insects
install a bat box,

Of course not, we need light

¢ lights should only shine w
neighbouring homes etc

® lights should only shine w
most of the night

® use sensible wattages: a {
driveway and garden;
typical domestic or small

* wasted light is wasted mc
lighting in the UK every yi
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® can be expensive to run
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ernment Crime Preventic
make for a b oice."”
Top tips for protecting o/
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turn lights off when not n
angle all lamps so all the |

close curtains.

What can you do to help?
Check the outdoor lighting around your home. Is it really needed?

If not, turn it off, or if it is, make sure that it is fully shielded so light Is directed
down on to the ground.

Buy lamps of under 500 lumens to reduce light pollution.

Spread the word: tell your family, friends and neighbours about why dark sky
friendly lighting is important.

The more people that know, the better protected our dark skies will be.

More information about star-gazing
There are a number of apps for Apple and Android devices:

SkyView Free (Android, Free|

SkyView Free (Apple, Free)

Sky Map (Android, Free)

Star Walk 2 (Android, Free)

Star Walk (Apple, £4.99, or 3 free one with adverts)

There are also some great resources online, here are just a few:

www.darkskydiscovery.org.uk
bbc.co uk/science/space

www astronomy swin &y su/cosmos

WWW N353 gov

earthview/vplanet.htmi

Better lighting helps us to keep the wonderful dark skies that people have
enjoyed for ages — and helps everyone apprecia e beauty of the night sky.

The International Dark Sky Association works to protect the night skies for
present and future generations. To find out more visit www.darksky.org.

To find out more about the South Downs Dark Sky Reserve visit
www.southdowns.gov.uk/darkskies




Street lighting
+

= Not a problem in many places?

m Bespoke changes to the County’s strategy
m Lots of consultation

m Dim by at least 55% at all times (from 45%)
m Dim ‘night-time’ levels by 75% (from 65%)

m Change 'night-time’ hours to:11pm - 5am
(instead of midnight to 5am)

m Since 2019: lights now off 1am to 4am



Public buildings
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Village Design Statement

Dark night skie:

onat ac

Buriton Village Design Statement

and tranquillity

Design guidelinos

T1: Due regard should be given
> the SDNPAS ‘dark sk
olicies in rapoct of lighting
throughout the parish for both
public and private areas so
that lighting is (a) kept to the
minimum mecessary for safety
whilst (b) preventing light
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T5: The sense of peace and
tranquisity in the parish can
also be destroyed by nolse
and alr pollution. Very careful
eonsideention should be gren

new Lses which may
bring harmful effect

acceptable levels by design
and layout consideration:




Planning (1)

+

m VDS is not just for planning applications
m It also helps prior to applications

m The Parish Council cites the VDS in all
relevant applications

m The District Council uses Local Plan Dark
Skies Policies amongst reasons for refusal

m Upheld in Appeals



Planning (2)

Jﬁ ‘Permitted Development’

m Over 20 rooflights were approved on one
sensitive site (and large areas of glazing)

m Parish Council request for an 'Article 4
Direction’ not pursued

s Community feels that Dark Sky conditions
will probably gradually deteriorate

m But we'll do all we can ...




A recent District Council
Planning Condition

“Electronically timed blinds shall be installed and
permanently maintained to the rooflights and low
transmittance glass to the full length windows and French
doors approved as part of this permission. The
electronically timed blinds shall be fully closed at dusk each
day and remain fully closed during hours of darkness. The
blinds shall be kept in full working order at all times.”
Reason - To protect the character of the countryside, and
the designated International Dark Night Reserve, which is
part of the special quality of the South Downs National
Park, in accordance with National Park Purposes and the
National Planning Policy Framework 2019.



Designated as a
Dark Sky Discovery Site

&' Buriton Community Website




Additional benefits
+

m Dark Skies Tourism opportunities for
overnight stays at our Village Inn and
farmhouse B&Bs (including extended seasons)

m Extra visitors to our Five Bells pub

(before star-gazing in the summer or after star-
gazing in the winter)

m Wildlife: daytime & night-time creatures
(rest, energy, foraging, orientation, reproduction)

m Health and well-being for residents and
visitors: calm, tranquil, reflective



Thank you and good night

>

-

Photograph taken from a Buriton garden



