
From the Parish Council Chairman on the 75th anniversary of VJ Day 
 
As with the anniversary of VE Day, three months ago, it has not been possible to arrange a 
gathering to mark this occasion and to reflect and say thank you to everyone who was 
involved with this community 75-80 years ago.  
 
But Judith and I felt that it should not go overlooked or unmarked.  
 
It was the surrender of the Japanese forces on VJ Day 75 years ago which, in effect, ended 
the Second World War. 
 
All wars are undoubtedly terrifying and appalling but the conditions in the Far East 
Campaign were very different from those during the war in Europe – and not easy for many 
of us to imagine. 
 
As with the First World War, the health – both mental and physical – of many of those who 
returned was scarred for ever, having effects on families and friends for decades to come. 
 
Buriton’s involvement in the war in the Asia & Pacific Region is unclear – we may know more 
about some of the eight men who lost their lives than we do about some of those who 
returned. 
 
But the fact that a number of these eight men died far away from home, beyond the 
continent of Europe, illustrates that this was a worldwide war which, thankfully, has never 
been repeated and hopefully never will. 
 
Doug Jones 
Parish Council Chairman 

 
 
God our Father, in the dying and rising of your Son Jesus Christ, you have brought life and 
salvation out of cruelty and death. We mark Victory in Japan in gratitude for the courage of 
the Allied forces and all who suffered for freedom in the Far East campaign and in sorrow 
for all that hinders the coming of your kingdom of peace. Give us wisdom to learn from the 
bitter memories of war, and hearts that long for the unity of all nations. We ask all this in 
the name of Jesus, in whom there is no east or west, no north or south, but one fellowship 
of love across the whole earth. 
Amen. 
 
Judith Bee 
Parish Priest 
St Mary’s church 

 
 
 


